
 from The City of Nature Those mounds 
DUH�DOO�JUHHQ��7KH�ÀRZHU�DV�\HOORZ�ZLWK�SXUSOH��
:LWK�\HOORZ��SHWDOV�ZKLWH��FORXGHG�ZLWK�SDOH�
SXUSOH�ÀRZHU��:LWK�EURZQ�VHSDOV�DQG�SHWDOV��
EULJKWHVW� RUDQJH� YHUGLJULVĥJUHHQ� WLSSHG�ZLWK�
RUDQJH�OHDYHV�LQ�ÀRZHU��LQ�ORQJ�JUDVV��VXQ��,Q�
ÀRZHUħ\HOORZ��EDUUHG�ZLWK�EURZQ��OLNH�VHSDOV�
DQG�SHWDOV��\HOORZ��VSRWWHG�EODFN��PDXYH�RU�YLĥ
ROHW��HGJHG�ZLWK�SDOH�\HOORZ��$�ORQJ�VSLNH�IURP�
WKH�WLS��ÀRZHUV��7KH�VHSDOV�DQG�WKH�SHWDOV��URV\ĥ�
OLODF��ZLWK�D�GDUNHU�WLQW��LQ�HYHU\�VKDGH�RI�SLQN�
DQG� FULPVRQ� DQG� URV\�SXUSOH��)ORZHU� VSLNHV��
DOO�RSHQ��2I�SDOH�JUHHQ�DQG�ZKLWH�WR�GHHSHVW�
UHG�� DQG�ÀRZHUV� JUHZ�XSRQ�D�KLJK� WUHH�RYHU�
WKH�PRXQWDLQ��%HVLGH�WZR�VWHPV�RI�WKH�WUHH�RI�
ZKLFK�WKH�ÀRZHUĥVWDON�ZDV�\HOORZ��$�JUHHQLVK�
\HOORZ�RI�SDOH�JUHHQ�JUDVV��*URZLQJ�WKLFN�OLNH�
JUDVV�DFURVV�WKH�IRUHVWħWKH�ZRRG�RI�WKH�IRUĥ
HVW�GRZQZDUG�IURP�WKH�KLOOV��7KH�KLOO�DPRQJ�
SLQHĥZRRGV��7KH�WUHHV��WKH�PRVV\�ERXOGHUV��WKH�
KLOOV�RI�VDQG�DQG�ELUFK�DQG�ERXOGHU��GDUNQHVV�



RI�WKH�ZRRG�XSRQ�D�WUHH��,W�ZDV�D�¿HOG�RI�IRUĥ
HVW�VKDGRZ��7KH�IRJ�ZDV�ULVLQJ�RYHU�WKH�KLOOV��
'RZQZDUG� IURP� WKH� KLOOV� WKH� VKRUH�� ZRRGV��
VWRQHV�RI�JUHHQ��D�JUD\�VHD��$V�KLJK�DV�WR�WKH�
VWRQH��DQG�WKHQ�KLJKHU��VRDULQJ�JXOOV��D�UDQJH�
RI�VHDZDUG�FUDJV��FRYHV��7KH�VHDĥEHDFK�WR�HQĥ
FORVH�WKH�ED\��7KH�ZDYHV�RI�WKH�EURZQ�ZDWHU��
VDQG\�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�VHD��7KH�EUHDNHUV�KLJK�
DQG�ZKLWH��7KH�ZDYHV�FRPH�LQ�VORZO\��YDVW�DQG�
JUHHQ��FXUYH�DQG�EXUVW��XS�DQG�GRZQ��7KH�IRDP�
DQG�WKH�À\LQJ�IRDP�DURXQG�WKH�VHD��)HDWKHUHG�
ZLWK�IRDP�RI�VXQOLW�ZDWHUV��WKH�VHD��,Q�ELOORZV�
DQG�VXQOLW�VSUD\�WKH�VHD�ZDV�LQ�WKH�VXQ��ZKLOH�
LQ�WKH�VXQ��DQG�LQ�WKH�VHD��7KHQ��DV�ZLWK�WKH�
VHD�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VDQG\�EHDFK��D�OXPS\�VHD��DQG�
VDOW�ZDWHU��$W�WKH�URFN\�FRDVW�RQ�WKH�VHDVKRUH�
WKH� URFNV� XQFRYHUHG�� WKURXJK� WKH� VXQOLW�ZDĥ
WHU��,Q�WKH�DLU��IURP�WKH�JUDVV��WKH�SHEEOHV�DQG�
WKH�OHDYHV��WKH�UKRGRGHQGURQV��DQG�WKH�ÀRZĥ
HUĥKD]H��D�ZRUP�SURWUXGLQJ�IURP�WKH�EDUN�RI�
WKH�SLQH��7KH�IROLDJH�RI�WKH�VWRQHĥSLQH��8QGHU�



WKH�SLQHĥWUHH��DQG�RQ�WKH�SLQHĥWUHH�OLYHG�FDGĥ
GLVĥZRUPV�DQG�ZDWHUĥVQDLOV�DQG�D�GDFH��3LQHĥ
ZRRGV� ODGHQ�ZLWK�SLQH� WUHHV� RI� WKH�ZRRG� LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�QLJKWLQJDOHV�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�JUDVV��%XW�
IURP�WKH�JUDVV�RQ�WR�WKH�WUHHĥURRWV�WKH�LQVHFWV�
ZHUH� ZDYLQJ� DQWHQQDH� DQG� WZLWFKLQJ�� 7ZR�
EXWWHUÀLHV��DQG�D�EULPVWRQH��ZLWK�WKH�WDLO�RI�D�
ZRUP��SURWUXGLQJ��7KH�OHDI\�HOPV�WKDW�JUHZ�DW�
WKH�KLOOV��7KH�KLOOV�ZHQW��XSZDUGV��WKHVH�VRDUHG�
HYHU�DERYH�WKHP��DQG�D�VWHHS�VORSH��FDPH�WR�
PRXQWDLQV�ZLWK�JUH\�IRJ��DQG�KHUH�DERYH�ZDV�
VXQVKLQH� RQ� WKH� FORXGV�� RYHU� WKH� VN\�� WR� WKH�
VXQ��%ULJKW�VRIWQHVV�RI�WKH�VN\��:KLWH�FORXGV�
LQ�EOXH�VN\��,QWR�WKH�IDU�EOXH�GLVWDQFH��LW�ZDV�D�
KLOO\�JUDVV�ZLWK�VKDGRZV�À\LQJ�RYHU�WKH�VPRRWK�
¿HOGV��%H\RQG�WKH�¿HOGV�WKH�KLOOV�ULVLQJ�DW�D�OLWĥ
WOH�KROORZ��5LVLQJ�JURXQG�DPRQJ�VRPH�WUHHV��
:RRG�E\�WKH�VWUHDPĥVLGH�WR�WKH�VDQGV�RI�WKH�
VWUHDP��WKHQ�D�OLWWOH�VORZ��ZDWHUV��DQG�WKHQ��WKH�
VXQ�LV�VKLQLQJ��WKH�VWUHDP��DQG�DJDLQ�WKH�ZDĥ
WHU�EXEEOLQJ�E\�SHEEOHV��7KH�URFN\�ZRRG�E\�



WKH�VWUHDPĥVLGH��2I�WKH�VWUHDP�DW�WKH�ULYHU��DOO�
DJORZ�ZLWK�VXQVKLQH��7RZDUG�WKH�ULYHU�IULQJHG�
ZLWK�WUHHV��WKH�KRUVH��EXW�WKHUH�RQ�WKH�ULYHU��
WKHQ�GRZQ�WKH�ULYHU�LV�JUHHQ�LVODQGV��4XLHW�ZDĥ
WHU�E\�WKH�ULYHUĥVLGH��LVODQGV�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�RI�
WKH�ULYHU��&UHHN�DORQJ�WKH�ULYHU�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHUV�
RI�DQ�LQODQG�ODNH��$FURVV�WKH�VWLOO�VXUIDFH��WKDW�
UHÀHFWHG�WKH�VXQOLJKW��$FURVV�WKH�ODNH�WKH�¿UV�
VXUURXQGHG�E\�RUDQJH�DQG�ROLYH�WUHHV��$ERXW�
WKH�ZRRG�ÀRZHUV�RI� YLROHWV��%\�PDQ\� D� URVH�
DQG�OHDI��$�ZLQGĥÀRZHU�SDOHU�WKDQ�WKH�ZDWHU¶V�
ZKLWH��%H\RQG�WKH�ÀRZHU��URV\�GHHS�LQ�WKH�YDVW�
ZRRGV� ZKHUH� WKH� VXQOLJKW� IHOO�� 7KH� IXOO� UHG�
URVH��7KH�EORRP�ZDV�OLNH�D�EORRP�RI�EORVVRPV�
ZLQJLQJ��7KH�ODQGVFDSH�ZDV�DOO�DJORZ�ZLWK�WKH�����������
FULPVRQ�� EHQHDWK� KLJK� RDNV�� DQG� ELUGV��$QG�
IURP� WKH� KLOO�� WKHUH� FRPHV� D� ELUG� EHORZ� WKH�
VXQ��<HW�LQ�WKH�VNLHV�WKH�PLVW��WKH�GDPS�UHHGV�
FROGO\�WRXFKHG��:LWK�WKH�EURRN�WKH�ZRRGV�VRIW�
ZLWK�KD]H��7KH�ZLOORZ�VKDGHV�WKH�EURRN��/LNH�
D�ULYHU�ÀRZLQJ�WRZDUG�D�URFN��IURP�WKH�VDQG��



GRZQ� WKH�SODLQ�� DQG� WKH� VKRUH�ZLGH� DQG� IDU��
DQG�HYHU\�FORXG�LOOXPHG��7KH�ORQJ�FORXGV��WKH�
QHDUHU�VHD��DQG�EOXHU�VHD��$QG�JUHHQ�RI�ZDYH��
DQG�ZKLWH�RI�VDQG�WKDW�VWUHWFKHV�E\��)URP�WKH�
VHD��EULJKW�ZDYHV�ZLWK�EORVVRPLQJ�WLS��&ORXGV�
RI�VSDUNOLQJ�OLJKW��7KH�VN\��7KH�EULJKW�VXQVKLQH�
RYHU�WKH�VKRUH��,Q�VXQOLJKW�RI�WKH�ZDYH��RYHU�
WKH�RFHDQ��8S�WR�WKH�FORXGV��:KLWH�FUHVWV�URVH�
OLNH�WKH�URFN\�KHLJKWV�LQODQG��7KH�VKRUH�ZLGH�
DQG�IDU��6KHOOĥVWUHZQ�VKRUH��,Q�VDQG\�VRLO�DQG�
WKHUH�� DPRQJ� WKH� OHDYHV�� DW� WKH�YHU\�HGJH�RI�
WKH�ZRRGV��$QG�VKLQLQJ�ZKLWH�OLNH�WKH�XPEHU��
ZKLWH��DQG�HYHQ�KDV�D�IDLQW�\HOORZLVK�JUHHQLVK�
LQ�WKH�ZRRGV��,Q�WKH�ZRRGV��,QWR�WKH�¿HOGV�DQG�
ZRRGV��$�WLQ\�IXQJXV�ZKLFK�ORRNV�OLNH�D�EURZQĥ
LVK�ELUG¶V�QHVW��0LQLDWXUH�HJJV�LQ�LW��$�VKLQLQJ�
ZKLWH�PXVKURRP��$QG�WKHUH��DPRQJ�WKH�IDOOHQ�
OHDYHV��DW�WKH�YHU\�HGJH�RI�WKH�ZRRGV��D�EULJKW�
\HOORZ� PXVKURRP�� EULJKWHU� IURP� WKH� OHDYHV�
DURXQG��DQG�WKHQ�DQRWKHU��FORVH�E\��DQG�WKHQ�
D�PRXVH�JUD\��7KH�VWHP�LV�VPRRWK��DQG�EODFN��



2Q�VWXPSV�DQG�VWLFNV��2Q�ZRRG��RQ�VWXPSV��
DQG�WKH�VWHP�LV�¿UP�DQG�GU\�LQ�D�IDOOHQ�WUHH��
7KH� VWHP� LV� VZROOHQ�ZLWK� D� EORRP��7KHUH� LV�
D�YHU\�VPDOO�ZKLWH��VFDO\�PXVKURRP��7KH�JLOOV�
ZKLWH��2Q�WKH�JURXQG��RQ�WUXQNV�RI�WUHHV�WKHVH�
IXQJL��7KH�VPDOO�RQHV�RQ�SLQH�QHHGOHV�RQ�WKH�
JURXQG��$PRQJ�OHDYHV�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV�WKH�VWHP�
URV\�UHG��,Q�SLQH�DQG�KHPORFN�ZRRGV��DQG�UHG�DW�
HGJH��7KH�VWHP�ZDV�WLQJHG�ZLWK�SLQN��5HGGLVKĥ
RUDQJH��EULJKW�UHGGLVKĥRUDQJH�DPRQJ�WKH��EXVKĥ
HV��6WHP�ORQJ�DQG�ZKLWH��7KH�VSRUHV�DUH�GDUN�
EURZQ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DPLGVW�WKH�JUDVV��1HDU�WKH�
URRW�ZLWK�D�SLQNLVKĥ\HOORZLVK�VWHP��7KH�ZKROH�
IXQJXV�JUHZ�RQ�D�PDSOH�WUHH��3URWUXGHG�IURP�
D�ODUJH�FUDFN�LQ�WKH�WUXQN�RI�D�WUHH��7KH�EDUN��
%UDQFKHV�EURZQLVK�\HOORZ��JUHHQLVK�\HOORZ�LQ�
WKH�VKDGH��%HWZHHQ�WKH�WUHHV��OHDYHV�JUHHQLVK�
ZKLWH��ZLWK� VPRRWK� UHG� EXGV��$SSOHV� LQ� WKH�
WUHHV��DSSOHV�RQ�WKH�WUHHV��7KH�DSSOHV�\HOORZ��
VKDGHG�DQG�VSODVKHG�ZLWK�FULPVRQ��7KH�DSSOHV�
RQ�WKH�ORZHU�EUDQFKHV�RI�WUHHV�DUH�RUDQJH�\HOĥ



ORZ��$SSOHV�RQ�WKH�WUHHV��WKH�DSSOHV�DURXQG�WKH�
KLOOV��VLGHV�RI�WKH�KLOOV��DQG�LQ�WKH�YDOOH\V�EHĥ
WZHHQ�WKH�KLOOV��$SSOHV�QHDU�WKH�WUHHV��XQGHU�
WKH�WUHHV��LQ�KROHV��7KH�FUHHN�EHORZ�WKH�DSSOH�
WUHHV��WKH�VKDGHĥWUHHV���7KH�URRWV�RI�WKH�WUHHV�DW�
WKH�ZDWHU��7UHHV��ZLWK�ZKROH�URRWV��EODFN�ORDP�
ZLWK�FOD\��:RUP\�UHGGLVK�VRLO��ZLWK�OHDYHV��2Q�
WKH�XQGHU� VLGH�RI� WKH� OHDYHV�� JUHHQLVK�EODFN��
2Q�WKH�WUHHV�SHQGHQW�ERXJKV�UHG�DQG�\HOORZ�
RQ� WKH� VXQQ\� VLGH��$QG� ZLWK� D� OLJKW� EORRP��
5D\V�RI�WKH�VXQ��DV�LW�VXQN�EHKLQG�WKH�FORXGV��
JOHDPHG��*UHHQ� OHDYHV�� EHIRUH� DSULFRWV��7KH�
WUHH�ZDV� DQ� DSULFRWĥWUHH��ZKLFK�JUHZ�DJDLQVW�
WKH� URVHĥWUHHV��ÀRZHUV� LQ� IXOO�EORRP��7UHH�DW�
WKH� FXUUDQWĥEXVKHV�� %HORZ� ZLWK� ÀRZHU� DQG�
YLQH��EORVVRP�DQG�JUHHQQHVV��ZLWK�WKH� OHDYHV�
RI�HOPĥERXJKV��WUHHĥWRSV��7UHH�WKURXJK�FORXG�
RI�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�PLVW��%\�PRXQWDLQ�VKDGH�WKH�
YDOOH\¶V�KLOOVLGH��7KH�VWRQHV�RI�WKH�KLOO��7KH�HOPV�
E\�WKH�JUDVV�RI�KLOO��7KH�EURRN�ZLWK�LWV�ULSSOH�
RI�VWUHDPV��WKDW�ULYHUZDUG�ZRXQG��:LWK�URVH�



EORZQ�KLOOV���ZDWHU�JOLGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�FRDVWĥ
KLOO¶V�JDS�WR�WKH�VHD��5LYHU�ZLQGLQJ�WR�WKH�VHD�
RI�VDQG�DQG�VXQ��:DYHV�WKDW�IROORZ�ZDYHV�XSRQ�
WKH�VKRUH��6HDĥZHHGV�DQG�MHOO\�¿VK�FDPH�ÀRDWĥ
LQJ�LQ��7KH�¿VKHV�ZLWK�WKH�IRDP��VWDU�¿VK�E\�
WKH�VHD��DQG�ZDWHU�XSRQ�WKH�VKRUH��7KH�FUHVWĥ
HG�ZDYHV�RI�ZDWHU�XS�ZLWK�VDQG� Some of [my readers] 

will say, seeing that I graunte that I have gathered this book of so many 

writers, that I offer unto you a heap of other mennis laboures, and noth-

ing of mine owne. . . To whome I answere that if the honeye that the bees 

gather out of so many floure of herbes, shrubbes and trees, that are grow-

ing in other mennis meadows, feldes, and closes may justelye be called 

the bee’s honeye. . . . so may I call that I have learned and gathered of so 

many autores . . . my booke. — William Turner, Introduction to A New 

Herball (1551) The City of Nature is a novel-in-progress inspired by Kota Ezawa’s 2011 video 

of the same name. The large text above is an early version of Chapter 1 and will not appear in the 

completed book. Tom Comitta, 2012


